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result which was loudly cheered. Little did they imagine, they who
applauded it, what it was going to lead to, how it was to bring to a
head the resolve which had been formed deep down in the hearts of
a handful of men, who, unmindful of the immense services of
Pherozeshah, bitterly resented his dominance in civic affairs. The
local * Thunderer' in a scathing article, which faintly foreshadowed
the unscrupulous campaign that was soon to come, described the
achievement as worthy of being inscribed on the golden rolls of
fame beside the proudest annals of little Pedlington. It described
Pherozeshah as the Sergeant Buzf112 of Bombay, and said he had the
trick of the thing to a nicety and would have delighted Dickens. He
had succeeded in making the Corporation look extremely ridiculous;
but then that particular spectacle was not even invested with the
doubtful charm of novelty! The issue had not been upon the merits
of Standard Time; it had been upon the maintenance of the prestige
of Pherozeshah. It was not difficult to demonstrate that it was a
Pyrrhic victory. In due course, Pherozeshah would find that he had
sadly overcalculated his strength. Ominous words, indeed, the sig-
nificance of which was very shortly to be borne in upon the public.
The subsequent history of Standard Time may be briefly told in
this place. In July 1908, Mr. Harrison moved for the adoption of
Standard Time by the Corporation, with a reservation in favour of
the Crawford Market and Victoria Gardens clocks, which were to
continue to be regulated by local time till otherwise ordered.
Pherozeshah moved an amendment for adjourning the debate on
the question till the Governor-in-Council had dealt with the prayers
addressed to him by a public meeting, which had been held on
28 June, with the veteran Mr. Gokaldas Parekh in the chair, and
which had petitioned Government to restore local time, and diereby
remove an unnecessary cause of irritation and discontent. He was
sorry Mr. Harrison had selected a time when the country was seedl-
ing with unrest for agitating the question. It was a time when sober,
thoughtful and discreet men of all races and creeds, and of all shades
of opinions should have put their heads together to promote peace
and harmony. It was not the time for adopting a policy of pia-
pricks, and force the change on people who did not want it, aod who
were influenced more by sentiments and prejudices than by logic oc